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Chain of Events

PURPOSE: To encourage students to think of
solutions to problems in terms of cause and
effect and variety of outcomes.

TIME: One hour

MATERIALS:Recipe cards, or pieces of
paper divided into four or more sections

METHOD:

Ask students to describe what happens when
environmental problems occur. Make a chain
of events like the one below/on the next page
by introducing a problem and asking students
what they imagine the outcome will be. Ask
the students to write down their ideas as a
kind of chain reaction in which one event or
problem leads to another. 

Now introduce a positive event. In the
example below, say to the students, what if I
replace “The soil stays bare” with “People
plant and care for more trees?” What
happens to the cycle then? What happens if,

going back to the original problem, we
replace “People cut down trees”with “People
plant more trees”? Start at a different point in
the chain. Does it get harder to make things
right as the chain goes on? Why/why not?

• People cut down trees 
• The soil stays bare
• The soil blows away 
• No more trees grow 
• People don’t have any more trees and have 

to move to another place

Ask students to make their own chain,
thinking about the reasons why one problem
causes others. Then ask them to exchange
their sheet with a partner. Students change
each event in the cycle and explain how
things would be different.

EXTENSION:

Ask the students to answer, in pairs, which of the changes they have made are things
young people can do. 
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